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Numerous chromatic mutations have been 
documented in amphibians worldwide, with 
melanism, characterized by a high concentra-
tion of melanin in pigment cells, being the most 
prevalent (Rivera et al., 2001). Several amphibian 
species have been reported with melanistic 
individuals, including Salamanders: Calo- 
triton asper (Arribas & Rivera, 2014), Lissotriton 
boscai (Bermejo & Otero, 2011), Salamandra sala-
mandra (Palaus, 1999), and Triturus marmoratus 
(Domènech, 2001). In the anuran species Alytes 
obstetricans, both fully melanistic and partia-
lly melanistic individuals have been recorded 
(Galán et al., 1990; Espasandín, 2017). Additionally, 
melanism in frogs, has been suggested as a pro-
tection mechanism against ultraviolet and ioni-
zing radiation (Burraco & Orizaola, 2022). 

Rhinella scitula is a small-sized Bufonid be-
longing to the Rhinella margaritifera group, pri-

marily found within gallery forests near tempo-
rary or permanent streams (Caramaschi & Niemeyer, 
2003). It is located in the state of Mato Grosso 
do Sul, Brazil, with its type locality in the mu-
nicipality of Bonito (Caramaschi & Niemeyer, 2003). 

Resumen: En esta nota se describe el primer caso de melanismo en rana hoja (Rhinella scitula), correspon-
diente a un ejemplar adulto encontrado en abril de 2022 en Bodoquena, Mato Grosso do Sul (Brazil).

Figure 1: Melanic Rhinella scitula recorded in the muni- 
cipality of Bodoquena, Mato Grosso do Sul, Brazil.
Figura 1: Rhinella scitula melánico fotografíado en el 
municipio de Bodoquena, Mato Grosso do Sul, Brasil.
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First record of melanism in Rhinella scitula 
(Amphibia: Anura: Bufonidae)
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The species is also present in Bodoquena, Pira-
putanga, and Aquidauana (Maragno & Souza, 2007) 
in Brazil and in Amambay and Concepción in 
Paraguay (Brusquetti & Lavilla, 2006).

The observation occurred in April 2022 
in a preserved riparian forest near a waterfall 
(20º33'4.28"S / 56º38'6.23"W) in the muni- 
cipality of Bodoquena, Mato Grosso do Sul, 

Brazil during a nocturnal hike at around 
10:20 a.m. We encountered an adult indivi-
dual of Rhinella scitula with melanistic colo-
ration on the forest floor (Figure 1). The in-
dividual was photographed but not collected 
due to a lack of environmental authorization. 
This marks the first documented instance of 
melanism in Rhinella scitula.

Ni en la península ibérica ni en Europa hay 
especies de ofidios con una dieta eminente-
mente basada en ofidios, como si sucede en el 
continente americano por ejemplo con la zopi-
lota común Clelia clelia o en Asia con la cobra 
real Ophiophagus hannah (Carvajal-Ramos &  
Rodríguez-Guerra, 2021; Whitaker & Captain, 2004). 
No obstante, hasta la fecha, de las 14 especies de 

serpientes autóctonas de la península ibérica se ha 
descrito comportamiento ofidiófago en al menos 
siete especies: Zamenis longissimus, Malpolon 
monspessulanus, Coronella austriaca, Hierophis 
viridiflavus, Macroprotodon brevis, Hemorrhois 
hippocrepis y Vipera latastei (González de la Vega, 
1988; Martínez-Freiría et al., 2006; Capula et al., 2014; 
Rubio & Gosa, 2015; Feriche, 2017). En algunas es-
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Primer caso de ofidiofagia en la culebra lisa meridional 
(Coronella girondica) 


